
La Copa Mundial de 1978 



Political Legitimacy 



Background and Build-up 



International Image 



The Truth 



Videla y la Selección 



Domestic Control 



Muffling Dissent 



“Vergüenza, nada mas”  



Corruption 



César Luis Menotti 



‘Menottismo’ 
“Football is feeling, not chess” 

 

“El fútbol de derecha can stupefy the people and permanently produce shit, 

like (pop singer) Julio Iglesias, or el fútbol de izquierda can perform a 

staging of Shakespeare, like the works of art of Lawrence Olivier” 

 

“To be a footballer means being a privileged interpreter of the feelings and 

dreams of thousands of people” 

 

“We aren't playing for the military generals in the stadium. We are playing 

for every worker of this country, for every missing person, and for every 

mother who has lost her child” 

 

“Each of us had an order when we took to the field on the day of the final. 

We are not going to look at the box occupied by the officials. I told the 

players, we are going to look to the stand, to all the people, where perhaps 

sits the father of each of us, because there we will find the metal workers, 

the butchers, the bakers and the taxi drivers” 
 



Irony 



Victims or Accomplices? 
“Within the camp we were playing for 

ourselves, and then for the people and 

then for Argentine football as a whole. 

That was our perspective,” Ossie 

Ardiles 

 

“At that moment, I was thinking only 

of playing football. I was not interested 

in politics. I wasn't with Videla or 

Lacoste or anyone,” Daniel Bertoni 

“To think we were with the generals all the time, or that we agreed with 

what they were doing, is incorrect. We played for the people, and we were 

clear on that from the start,” Mario Kempes 

 

“It must be clear that it was not our fault, we were not the cause of the 

tyranny. We were not champions of the dictatorship, we just helped to be 

champions during it,” Oscar Ortiz 
 



El Vestidor 



Legacy 



Discussion 
How successful were Videla's 

efforts to legitimise his 

dictatorship, at home and 

abroad? 

 

What should the 

international community 

have done to place more 

pressure on the military 

regime to stop their human 

rights abuses? Would a 

boycott have been 

appropriate? 

 

If you were Argentinian, 

how would you feel about the 

1978 World Cup now? 

 


